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USA: Joules Limited v. Macy’s Merchandising Group Inc,
United States Court of Appeals, Second Circuit, No. 16-3037-
cv, 21 June 2017
Thomas Long, Thomas Long (Wolters Kluwer Legal & Regulatory US) · Monday, July 3rd, 2017

The U.S. Court of Appeals in New York City has affirmed a district court’s decision that Macy’s
Merchandising Group’s MAISON JULES line of women’s clothing—a private brand sold almost
exclusively in Macy’s stores—did not infringe the trademark JOULES, owned by clothing retailer
Joules Limited. Consumer confusion between the parties’ marks was not likely. Although the
district court erred in finding that the factor of “competitive proximity” weighed strongly in
MMG’s favor, the district court reached the correct ultimate conclusion as to the likelihood of
confusion. Survey evidence showed a lack of actual confusion, the JOULES mark was
commercially weak, and the parties’ marks were more dissimilar than similar (Joules Limited v.
Macy’s Merchandising Group Inc., June 21, 2017, per curiam).

A full summary of this case has been published on Kluwer IP Law.

_____________________________

To make sure you do not miss out on regular updates from the Kluwer Trademark Blog, please
subscribe here.

Kluwer IP Law

The 2022 Future Ready Lawyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?

Learn how Kluwer IP Law can support you.
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This entry was posted on Monday, July 3rd, 2017 at 11:48 am and is filed under Case law, United
States
You can follow any responses to this entry through the Comments (RSS) feed. You can leave a
response, or trackback from your own site.
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