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Sweden: The mark “Taxi Stockholm” distinctive and
enforceable for taxi services
David Leffler (Cirio Law Firm) · Friday, March 3rd, 2017

The Swedish Patent and Market Court (the “PMD”) has, on appeal from the Swedish Patent-
and Registration Office, invalidated the registration of a trademark containing, among
others, the words “Taxi” and “Stockholm” because of the earlier mark “Taxi Stockholm”.

By way of background it must be noted that the taxi services in Sweden is not regulated. This
means that it is full competition on the market and,e.g., no maximum price regulation or
geographic limitations. The taxis are free to  go and charge what they choose. As such, it has
become important for the large established services to protect their trademarks in order to avoid
confusion with smaller independent taxi services and drivers.

In the current case the applicant had applied for the figurative trademark below:

Taxi trafikförening u.p.a, one of the largest taxi associations opposed the above trademark.

https://trademarkblog.kluweriplaw.com/
https://trademarkblog.kluweriplaw.com/2017/03/03/sweden-the-mark-taxi-stockholm-distinctive-and-enforceable-for-taxi-services/
https://trademarkblog.kluweriplaw.com/2017/03/03/sweden-the-mark-taxi-stockholm-distinctive-and-enforceable-for-taxi-services/


2

Kluwer Trademark Blog - 2 / 3 - 12.02.2023

The opposition was based on the trade name TAXI STOCKHOLM 15 00 00, the unregistered
trademark TAXI STOCKHOLM and the Swedish figurative trademark TAXI STOCKHOLM 15
00 00 (shown above) all protected for taxi services. It should, however, be noted that the figurative
mark included a disclaimer for the words “TAXI STOCKHOLM” and the number combination
“15 00 00”.

In its decision, the Court referred to a previous ruling of 13 May 2015 by the Svea Court of Appeal
(Case nr. T 696-12), which considered the mark “Taxi Stockholm” (in word and in figure) to have
acquired distinctiveness and being established on the market (i.e. protected as an unregistered
trademark). The Svea Court of Appeal deemed the mark to be established within a part of the
country, namely Stockholm county because of, amongst others, widespread use of the mark by
Taxi Stockholm, consumer survey indicating widespread recognition by consumers,
comprehensive advertisement by Taxi Stockholm and a considerable market share of the taxi
market in Stockholm county. As such, the opponent had acquired the exclusive right to the word
mark TAXI STOCKHOLM in Stockholm county.

Having established distinctiveness of the TAXI STOCKHOLM by reference to the decision from
Svea Court of Appeal, the PMD continued assessing whether likelihood of confusion existed
between the two marks. The PMD noted that both figurative marks were dominated by the words
TAXI and STOCKHOLM as well as yellow circle shape between the A and the X. The PMD
therefore concluded that there was a high degree of visual similarity between the marks. As such, a
high similarity was concluded between all earlier rights and the contested mark. The PMD further
made reference to the earlier ruling and stated that the court had concluded that the earlier signs
had acquired distinctiveness in a substantial part of Sweden and that the scope of protection of the
earlier signs was not limited, even considering the inherent descriptiveness of the words TAXI and
STOCKHOLM. A likelihood of confusion was thus concluded and the contested mark was
invalidated.

The case is interesting for many reasons. First, it shows the possibility to acquire distinctiveness
and thus protection for generic elements. In essence, the PMD:s decision states that the opponent
has the exclusive right to use the word combination of TAXI and STOCKHOLM as dominant
elements of a trademark. In addition, it is further interesting as the PMD did not take any account
of the fact that the earlier figurative mark included a disclaimer for the word elements. As it was
shown that the word elements had acquired distinctiveness, the disclaimer was simply ignored.
One must therefore wonder if any consideration hence can be given in relation to any disclaimers
present in the Swedish trademark register.

_____________________________

To make sure you do not miss out on regular updates from the Kluwer Trademark Blog, please
subscribe here.
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The 2022 Future Ready Lawyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
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legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?

Learn how Kluwer IP Law can support you.
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