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Trademark case: Kroma Makeup EU LLC v. Boldface Licensing
& Branding Inc., USA
Jody Coultas (CCH) · Friday, April 19th, 2019

Kroma Makeup EU, LLC, a trademark licensee, lacked standing to assert trademark infringement
claims against the Kardashian sisters and a U.S. beauty product seller, according to the U.S. Court
of Appeals in Atlanta. Following a suit filed by the owner of the KROMA mark against the
Kardashians and a beauty product manufacturer for infringement, Kroma also filed suit for
infringement. Kroma was the licensee of the KROMA marks in the European market, and it
alleged that the sales of allegedly infringing beauty products infringed its rights. A district court
held that because Kroma EU was not the owner of the trademark at issue and did not have the right
to sue infringers under the licensing agreement, it could not bring claims against the Kardashians
or any other alleged infringer. The Eleventh Circuit agreed with that conclusion based on the plain
language of the licensing agreement and affirmed the lower court’s decision (Kroma Makeup EU,
LLC v. Boldface Licensing & Branding, Inc., April 1, 2019, Goldberg, R.).

Case date: 01 April 2019
Case number: No. 17-14211
Court: United States Court of Appeals, Eleventh Circuit

A full summary of this case has been published on Kluwer IP Law.

_____________________________

To make sure you do not miss out on regular updates from the Kluwer Trademark Blog, please
subscribe here.

Kluwer IP Law

The 2022 Future Ready Lawyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?
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Learn how Kluwer IP Law can support you.
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