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District court properly “looked through” an arbitration agreement between two groups competing
over rights to the name to determine that it had subject matter jurisdiction under federal trademark
law to adjudicate the dispute.

A federal district court did not err in confirming an arbitration award pursuant to the Federal
Arbitration Act (FAA), 9 U.S.C. 89, in favor of a group of individuals from the Bobov Hasidic
Jewish community in Brooklyn who claimed exclusive trademark rights to the mark BOBOV, the
U.S. Court of Appealsin New York City has held. Pursuant to an arbitration agreement, the
parties—two groups with competing claims to the “Bobov” name—had agreed to arbitrate the
dispute before arabbinical tribunal, which ruled in favor of the petitioning group. According to the
appellate court, the district court properly “looked through” the arbitration petition to the
underlying controversy to determine whether subject matter jurisdiction would have existed over
the dispute in the absence of an arbitration agreement. The underlying dispute involved questions
of federal trademark law, over which district courts had subject matter jurisdiction. Therefore, the
district court had jurisdiction to confirm the arbitration award. The Second Circuit affirmed the
district court’s finding that there was no indication that the award was procured through fraud or
dishonesty, or that any other basis for overturning the award existed (Landau v. Eisenberg, May 1,
2019, per curiam).

Case date: 01 May 2019
Case number: No. 17-3963.
Court: United States Court of Appeals, Second Circuit

A full summary of this case has been published on Kluwer IP Law.

To make sure you do not miss out on regular updates from the Kluwer Trademark Blog, please
subscribe here.
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The 2022 Future Ready L awyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?

Learn how Kluwer 1P Law can support you.
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You can follow any responses to this entry through the Comments (RSS) feed. You can leave a
response, or trackback from your own site.
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