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Trademark case: Oneida Indian Nation v. U.S. Department of
the Interior, USA
Pamela C. Maloney (Wolters Kluwer Legal & Regulatory US) · Thursday, November 7th, 2019

The New York Oneidas lacked standing to challenge the Interior Department’s approval of the
Wisconsin Oneidas’ request to change its name to “Oneida Nation,” despite the Wisconsin tribe’s
initiation of USPTO trademark cancellation proceedings against the New York tribe.

Following the initiation of trademark cancellation proceedings brought before the Trademark Trial
and Appeal Board by the Wisconsin Oneidas tribe, the New York Oneidas’ request for a
declaratory judgment setting aside the U.S. Department of the Interior’s approval of the Wisconsin
Oneidas’ name change to “Oneida Nation” and an injunction preventing DOI from approving
Oneida Nation as the name of the Wisconsin Oneidas was dismissed for lack of subject matter
jurisdiction by the US. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, in a summary order affirming the
district court’s judgment (Oneida Indian Nation v. U.S. Department of the Interior, October 21,
2019, per curiam).

Case date: 23 October 2019
Case number: No. 18-2607
Court: United States Court of Appeals, Second Circuit

A full summary of this case has been published on Kluwer IP Law.

_____________________________

To make sure you do not miss out on regular updates from the Kluwer Trademark Blog, please
subscribe here.

Kluwer IP Law

The 2022 Future Ready Lawyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?
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Learn how Kluwer IP Law can support you.
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