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Trademark case: Motus, LLC v. CarData Consultants Inc., USA
Donielle Tigay Stutland (Wolters Kluwer Legal & Regulatory US) · Tuesday, February 22nd, 2022

First Circuit affirmed a decision to dismiss a trademark suit brought by Motus LLC against
CarData Consultants Inc. for a lack of personal jurisdiction, and because alleged trademark
infringement was not shown to be an intentional tort within the forum state.

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit affirmed the dismissal of a trademark infringement
case brought by a U.S. company that provides employee expense reimbursement tools against a
Canadian company that used an alleged protected phrase in its website’s meta data. The court
found that Motus LLC (Motus) failed to prove that personal jurisdiction over CarData Consultants,
Inc. (CarData), a Canadian corporation, was proper in Massachusetts. CarData had not taken any
action to “purposefully avail” itself of doing business in the forum, when there was no proof of any
Massachusetts customers or revenue. The court indicated that more than just a website was
required for jurisdiction. The court also rejected Motus’ argument of an intentional tort of
trademark infringement occurred within the state of Massachusetts, indicating that there was no
evidence that CarData was even aware that Motus existed, let alone that Motus was based in
Massachusetts, or that the alleged protected phrase was associated with Motus in dismissing the
case (Motus, LLC v. CarData Consultants Inc., January 18, 2022, Selya, B.).

Case date: 18 January 2022
Case number: No. 21-1226
Court: United States Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit

A full summary of this case has been published on Kluwer IP Law.

_____________________________

To make sure you do not miss out on regular updates from the Kluwer Trademark Blog, please
subscribe here.
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The 2022 Future Ready Lawyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
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increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?

Learn how Kluwer IP Law can support you.

This entry was posted on Tuesday, February 22nd, 2022 at 9:57 am and is filed under Case law,
Infringement, United States
You can follow any responses to this entry through the Comments (RSS) feed. You can leave a
response, or trackback from your own site.

https://www.wolterskluwer.com/en/solutions/kluweriplaw?utm_source=trademarkblog&utm_medium=articleCTA&utm_campaign=article-banner
https://www.wolterskluwer.com/en/solutions/kluweriplaw?utm_source=trademarkblog&utm_medium=articleCTA&utm_campaign=article-banner
https://www.wolterskluwer.com/en/solutions/kluweriplaw?utm_source=trademarkblog&utm_medium=articleCTA&utm_campaign=article-banner
https://www.wolterskluwer.com/en/solutions/kluweriplaw?utm_source=trademarkblog&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=article-banner
https://www.wolterskluwer.com/en/solutions/kluweriplaw/manual-ip?utm_source=trademarkblog&utm_medium=article-banner&utm_campaign=mip_launch
https://trademarkblog.kluweriplaw.com/category/case-law/
https://trademarkblog.kluweriplaw.com/category/infringement/
https://trademarkblog.kluweriplaw.com/category/countries/united-states/
https://trademarkblog.kluweriplaw.com/comments/feed/
https://trademarkblog.kluweriplaw.com/2022/02/22/trademark-case-motus-llc-v-cardata-consultants-inc-usa/trackback/

	Kluwer Trademark Blog
	Trademark case: Motus, LLC v. CarData Consultants Inc., USA


